




Commission two: Gateshead Hospital, Newcastle upon Tyne

In 2004 I was short-listed for two commissions for a building 

development at Gateshead Hospital. The commissions were for 

a large-scale light commission situated in the new glass atrium  

(which served as a reception, waiting and café area - as well acting 

as the physical gateway route into the rest of the hospital) and a 

series of smaller scale Light Drawings which would be placed in 

strategic corridor areas, acting as visual reference points for staff, 

patients and visitors.  

In the atrium I proposed to produce a series of double-sided Light 

Drawings that would be circular and oval shaped. The light-boxes, 

which would house the artwork and fittings, would be made to 

the exact width of the framed glass panels, which make up the 

atrium walls. They would be placed around the atrium reception 

area and would take inspiration from studies I would make of aerial 

viewpoints and a variety of landscapes situated in Northumberland. 

Consideration would be given to historic sites (such as Hadrian’s 

Wall), the cityscape of Newcastle upon Tyne & Gateshead and the 

coast line.   

The corridor pieces would be smaller scale Light Drawings, each 

light box shape would resemble a capsule and the imagery 

used would continue the theme of points of reference of the 

Northumberland landscape.  The aim was to use these smaller scale 

works to help staff, patients and the general public to pinpoint their 

location within certain areas of the hospital.  

Gateshead Health Trust commissioned the artwork with assistance 

from Arts Council England, North East (Matthew Jarret- Public Arts 

Officer). Although I was not successful in gaining the commissions I 

expanded my knowledge, especially in relation to gaining technical 

expertise and experience of presenting ideas for a high profile 

public art commission to over twenty people from a range of 

backgrounds involved in the selection process, including: hospital 

managers, health and safety specialists, engineers, architects and 

the arts commissioners. At this interview it was fortuitous that I once 

again met Anna Peperall, Public Arts Officer for Gateshead who then 

presented some of the digital drawing artwork I had included to the 

selectors of the new Northern Music Academy, which was being 

built next to the Baltic Contemporary Art Gallery in Gateshead.
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Commission three: Dunstans Business Technology Park, 

Chesterfield

The brief was to produce an exterior light piece for a technology 

centre in a new technology park in Chesterfield, Derbyshire. 

The concept was a relatively simple idea; it was to produce five 

large-scale laser-cut light-boxes with laser-cut drawings based on 

celebrating the importance of technological innovation and new 

technologies based in Chesterfield. The drawings would be made 

of symbols and simple forms, which would give the impression of 

data and modernity. The work would be colour coded in darker 

material so that they could be visible both in daylight and at night. 

The light-boxes would be equal in size and scale and would be 

placed in one line to follow the regimentation of the brickwork and 

simple form of the building. 

Practical considerations which had to be addressed because they 

were going to be outside included: the light-boxes to be weather 

proof and made to the relevant health and safety specifications for 

exterior light-boxes; a polycarbonate layer of plastic was to be used 

as added protection against weather conditions and vandalism; 

the light-boxes are to be placed above body height to help limit 

potential vandalism and the designs would be bold and simple to 

give maximum visual impact. 

The proposal for this light and sculpture commission was 

sponsored by Chesterfield Borough Council with funding from 

the government for regeneration and new technology and was 

managed by Public Arts, Wakefield. This was the first Public Arts 

project I was short-listed for and although it was not a successful 

bid it focused my attention on the practicalities of producing a 

comprehensive bid which would attract the investors and deal 

with practicalities, including:  health and safety issues, costing, 

installation, fabrication and lighting of a large-scale outdoor 

artwork. The architect involved in the building and in the selection 

committee really liked the digital drawings I produced for this 

piece, which led to further short-listings and commissions 

through their link with Public Arts, Wakefield.

Other Short- listings include:

Poole Arts Development Unit

Light commission for three gateway sites, Poole, Dorset.

Junction Arts 

Bolsover Winter Illuminations, Bolsover, Derbyshire. 

Queens Medical Centre 

Creative solutions for the enhancement of the hospital 

environment.

Artscape

Exterior light commission for Snowfield Park, Blantrye.

Cambourne 

Business Park Commission - Commissioned by 

Commissions East, Cambridge

Shetland Amenity Trust 

New Shetland Museum & Archives 

Public Art Project- 60˚ North.

(which I am currently working on)
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Future

Artist as enchanter - shaman - magic

In the future I intend to build upon my extensive knowledge and 

experience of industrial techniques, new technologies, drawing, 

investigation of materials, fabrication and lighting, moving my 

research ideas on extensively. Through a reflective and proactive 

approach to the work embarked on,  it is hoped that more ambitious 

and experimental work will be realised. It is hoped that this will 

encourage other practitioners from diverse backgrounds to see the 

possibilities of a cross-disciplinary activity and embrace a diverse 

approach to artistic pursuits.

In the higher education sector, through the sharing of best practice, 

future generations of educators will be aware of the possibilities to 

expand knowledge and ideas through the pursuit of new research 

ideas.

Statement: 

If art is about free expression of mind, body, soul, and spirit how can 

you factor in logic? Or analyse it without it becoming stilted?

Indulgence is important.

Idyll

Formative states

Misdirection 

Seemingly monotonous

Interior and external space
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For further information please contact Joanne Berry at:

E-mail: j.berry07@btinternet.com

Website: www.joberry.co.uk

Special thanks to:  Andrew Robinson for photographing artwork and 

installation pieces at Wollaton and Lincoln Cathedral, Esther Patterson 

for the fantastic design and print management, Colin Rhodes and all 

the staff who I have worked with at Loughborough University  & the 

AHRC. Printing by Hawthornes, Nottingham.

To my boys John, Noah and Job xx 
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Order

Disturbance

Realms of fantasy

Illusion 

Absence 

Shimmer

Amorphous creatures

Camouflage

Invasion 

Separation 

Mechanization 

Regimentation

Intersect 

Eliminate

Frenetic explosion 

Dissipation

Disrupt

Disperse

Seclusion

Mass

Gravitate

Gravity

Gravitas

Techno heaven 

Flight

Idyll

Spiky 

Hairy

Happy accident

Ping-pong 
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